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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for joining us to learn more about the nation’s Common Core Standards Initiative and how if affects your child.  I am_______ from your _______ District PTA and we are so glad you are here. The 15th District PTA in Jefferson County received a grant from National PTA to work with Kentucky PTA to share and support our district in working with our children on the Common Core Standards, Accountability and Assessments in Kentucky .  We are partnering with the JCPS Gheens Academy for Curriculum and Instruction, the Kentucky PTA and the National PTA to roll-out this information to our parents and community.

http://www.kypta.org/index.php
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Play the Clip
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Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at the current reality of our world and economy.  The data in the graph above shows 2011 data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics for Kentucky regarding who is employed and what degree or non-degree status they have.Looking at the small red bar at the top of the page shows us that only 2.5% of individuals who hold a doctorate degree are unemployed at this time.  Now let’s look a the longest red bar at the bottom of the graph, what does that tell us?   (Have someone share that those members of our society who do not graduate or have dropped out are the largest group unemployed and struggle the most with basic needs in life). 



 The Common Core State Standards Initiative 
(CCSSI) was a bipartisan state led effort by: 
 The National Governor’s Association 

 The Council of Chief  State School Officers 

 Education groups such as ACT and College 
Board (SAT) 

 Initially 46 states adopted the Common Core 
State Standards Initiative (CCSSI) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As our video illustrated, the United States of America had always been number #1 in the world when our students were compared to the students in other countries.  But in the last 10 years, the United States has dropped to number 14 when compared to other economically progressive countries and that is not good enough!!So our governors and the Council of Chief State School Officers from around the nation decided to do something about it.  They decided that we needed a set of standards that were challenging for ALL students and that we could use not only to compare state to state, but nation to nation.  They decided we needed to be able to compare every district and state to each other so we would know where we stand in educating our students.At this point,45 states and the District of Columbia have adopted the Common Core State Standards Initiative (Texas, Alaska (Anchorage has adopted),Nebraska, Virginia and Minnesota (has adopted English/Language Arts) have not adopted CCSSI).  Kentucky was the first state to adopt  and implement the CCSSI.  As we are a mobile society, the Standards become increasingly important as our students move from school to school, city to city and state to state.  



 Consistent Standards for 
quality in education 
throughout the nation 

 Common Standards 
provide the foundation for 
a common national 
assessment 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The truth is that, currently, standards in every state across our nation are different and cannot be compared to each other.  The Common Core standards will be used in every state and allow us to get a true picture of how every district and every state is doing and how our kids are doing.This is important to you and me, because I want my child to be able to go to any college in the country and not struggle or have to have make-up remediation and/or secure a job that will ensure every opportunity possible for his/her a secure and happy life.
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Presentation Notes
Previously, the  standards for Kentucky  were the Kentucky Core Content Standards.  These standards were not as rigorous and in depth as the new standards.  Now, the bar is raised for all students.  Previously our students reached proficiency at a given level, now at that same level, proficiency will not be obtained because the standards are much more rigorous and challenging so our kids will be college and career ready. 



 Kentucky legislators passed Senate Bill 1 in 2009 

 Kentucky educators led the way in implementing 

the new Standards (2011-12) 

 Kentucky students were assessed in the spring of 

2012 

 The goal in Kentucky is proficiency and college and 

career readiness for each and every child 
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Presentation Notes
KCAS – Kentucky Core Academic StandardsIn 2009, our KY legislatures passed Senate Bill 1  (Unbridled Learning) making the new standards into law along with other elements that support the Common Core.In 2011-2012 KY educators underwent intensive training to support the teaching of the new standards.  Ky  schools and students were the first to be held accountable for Mastery of  the new standards by being assessed in the Spring of 2012.  The legislatures and Kentucky’s goal is that all our children be proficient and college and career ready when graduating from high school.  The eyes of the nation are on Kentucky Schools!



What are they? 
 

 Common Standards for Reading and Math 
 Adopted by the Kentucky Board of Education 
 Define what students should know and be able to do 
 Aligned with college coursework and the 21st century 

skills required in the workplace 
      
    

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The common core standards outline what students should know and be able to do at each specific grade level in both English/Language Arts and Mathematics.   However, they are not the curriculum.  The curriculum is the specific content or what is taught in the teacher’s lesson to meet the standard.  KCAS will reduce the need for remediation courses in college therefore allowing students to take for credit courses that are required for college graduation.  In addition, KCAS will also prepare students with 21st century skills that are required in the workplace.  Who needs a plumber?  



Reading Writing Speaking and 
Listening 

Language 
Foundational skills 

– phonics, word    
recognition and 
decoding words 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Let’s take a look at some specific characteristics of the new English/ Language Arts standards.  The new standards were designed to be more realistic and meaningful to students with the skills they will need to be successful either in college or in the workplace.  Students will learn reading, writing, speaking and language in every course they have…like we do in life.  We use all these skills when we interview, read the paper or the internet and make decisions where we must use our persuasive skills  in order to make a point in a conversation.



 More Non-Fiction Reading at all levels-- 
 

In Elementary School: 
 50 percent fiction (i.e. Charlotte’s 

Web) 

 50 percent non-fiction (i.e. The 
Diary of Anne Frank) 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As a parent you will see your children reading different types of stories and books throughout the day.   You will see your child reading more non-fiction books.  These stories and books will be about real people, places and things such as insects, Washington D.C. or Abraham Lincoln.  Prior to the new standards many of these informational books were read only during subjects such as social studies and science.  In fact, the common core standards specifically state that half of your child’s reading  at the elementary level will be non-fiction.  Middle School is 60% non-fiction  to 40% fiction, High School is 70% non-fiction to 30% fiction.



• KCAS Math Standards are more 
rigorous and challenging 

• Math skills are not revisited from 
year to year 

• Standards from current year build 
on previous year 

 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the former standards parents might see the same math skill repeated in several grade levels. In KCAS repetition is eliminated and students will be learning new math skills every year. . .that is what they learn in first grade, they will need for second grade, and what they learn in second grade the student will build upon in third grade.  Teachers will continuously assess students to ensure that skills are mastered at each grade level. 



 Your child may be introduced to skill at an earlier 
grade level than in the past 

 Skills from the current year build on previous years   
 
EXAMPLE:  
Kindergarten:  Learn the shape of the clock  
and the numbers 
Grade 1:  Tell time to the nearest half hour 
Grade 2: Tell time to the nearest five minutes   
                             

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Because the KCAS standards are more challenging you may see skills in mathematics introduced to your child at a much earlier grade level.  An example from mathematics is shown on this slide.



 Common Core State Standards are being 
developed in science and social studies. 
 

 
 
 

 
 A national assessment based on the Common 

Core Standards will be adopted by 2014.   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Common core state standards are currently being developed in the areas of science and social stulies.   New science standards are scheduled to be released in December of 2012.  Meanwhile, plans for a national assessment continue with a target date for implementation in 2014.



Achievement 

Gap 

Growth 

College/Career 
Readiness 

Graduation Rate 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

OVERALL 
SCORE 

Percentile 
Rank 

Distinguished- Above 90th Percentile 
Proficient- 70th to 89th Percentile 
Needs Improvement- Below 70th    
 Percentile. 

•Considered Progressing if meet 
annual AMO beginning in Year 2 

Overall Category 

= 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is an overview of Kentucky’s Accountability Model.  In Elementary Accountability will utilize Achievement, Gap and Growth.  Middle School will use these three along with, College and Career Readiness.  By High School, all five areas will represent the overall score. The following slides  will describe the accountability measures in more detail.



•How is each student 
performing in 
Reading, Math, Science 
and Social Studies? 

Achievement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just as in the past, elementary and middle school students scores will be labeled as novice, apprentice, proficient or distinguished.  KY’s goal is 100 percent proficient for all students.  At high school achievement is based on end of course exams and on demand writing tests.



•How are our African-American, 
Hispanic, Native American, 
special education, low income 
and limited English proficiency 
students achieving compared to 
our other students? 

GAP 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schools will compare test results for African American, Hispanic, Native American, special education, low income and limited English proficiency students combined into one gap group to results for other students who are not in these categories.



African 
American 

Free/Reduced 
Lunch 

Special 
Education 

Gap 
Student 

Limited  
English  
Proficient 

Free/Reduced 
Lunch 

Gap 
Student 

Julian 

Julian 

Stephen 

Stephen 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the previous assessment system, Julian and Stephen would count as 5 separate Gap students which could in effect greatly impact the results of any school.In the new assessment system Stephen and Julian count as two Gap students.  This is a much more equitable measure for these two students on the overall results of the school.



• Is every student progressing 
from one year to the next as 
compared to their peers? 

Growth 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A statistical program will measure how much students scores are improving from one year to the next. 



•Is every student meeting 
college and career 
readiness benchmarks? 

College/Career 
Readiness 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schools and districts will provide information about how many students are ready for college and/or careers based on test scores and certifications earned.



•How many students 
graduate in four years of 
high school? 

Graduation 
Rate 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Schools and districts will report how many students graduate within four years of high school.  The data for freshmen and sophomore  students is the  basis for this calculation as compared to the number of students who graduate within four years.
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Presentation Notes
The  tests are given to grades 3-8 to gauge proficiency in reading, mathematics, science, social studies and writing.  The tests are a blend of norm referenced and criterion referenced items and consist of multiple choice, extended response and short answer items.  Criterion Referenced is a test that determines how well  a student has learned a particular set of knowledge and skills or standards.Norm Referenced is a test that allows comparisons of a students performance to the performance of other students.For Fourth grade the writing portion is Editing/Mechanics.For Fifth Grade the writing portion will be On-Demand Writing
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Explore: High school readiness test for eighth grade students. Explore is given in September- NOT end of the year.For Sixth Grade  Writing Portion will be Editing/Mechanics and On-Demand writingFor Eighth Grade the writing portion will be on-Demand writingAssessments both for elementary and middle school students are given the last 14 days of the school year.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
End of Course Exams: The state test is given to test student content knowledge at  end of courses in English II, Algebra II, Biology and U.S. History.  End of Course results should count for at least 20% of a students final grade.ACT is a college entrance exam given to all high school juniors.  Subjects tested are English, Mathematics, Reading and Science.  Students who score below benchmarks can get help through transitional courses (remedial courses). Plan is a college-readiness test for tenth graders that measures achievement in English, Math, Reading and Science.  On Demand writing provides students with a prompt (a question or scenario) which they must answer



ACHIEVE- 
MENT 
30% 

GAP 
30% 

GROWTH 
40% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not only will your child receive an assessment score, but your child’s school will also receive assessment scores.  The percentage breakdown of a school’s score will consist of the following:	Achievement Score will count 30%	GAP Score will count 30%	Growth Score will count 40%



ACHIEVE-
MENT 
28% 

GAP 
28% 

GROWTH 
28% 

COLLEGE/  
CAREER 

READINESS 
16% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not only will your child receive an assessment score, but your child’s school will also receive assessment scores.  The percentage breakdown of a school’s score will consist of the following:	Achievement Score will count 28%	GAP Score will count 28%	Growth Score will count 28%	College and Career Readiness Score will count 16%



ACHIEVEMENT 
20% 

GAP 
20% 

GROWTH 
20% 

COLLEGE/ 
CAREER 

READINESS 
20% 

GRADUATION 
RATE 
20% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Not only will your child receive an assessment score, but your child’s school will also receive assessment scores.  The percentage breakdown of a school’s score will consist of the following:	Achievement Score will count 20%	GAP Score will count 20%	Growth Score will count 20%	College and Career Readiness Score will count 20%	Graduation Rate Score will count 20%



 Results are due out in late fall 
 Detailed reports for Kentucky Performance 

Rating for Educational Progress (K-Prep), End 
of Course exams, EXPLORE, PLAN and ACT 

 New assessment results should not be 
compared to previous assessments 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Results will be out in late fall and will be mailed to each students home.  This will include individual student results, as well as school, district and state results. The Spring of 2012 results can not be compared with previous assessments taken by students.  Other info:140 point scale previously, now a 100 point scaleWould be comparing apples to orgnges.



28 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A copy of the actual school report card.  The bar graph provides information on the individual student score as compared to the school, the district and the state results.  The boxes below the bar graph explain the students level in each of the subject areas tested. In this particular example, the student did not score novice in any area.  However, a child could score novice resulting in a description of the child’s performance level.



29 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This portion of the test results  show how the student performed  compared to other students across the nation resulting in a national percentile ranking in the subject areas of reading, mathematics, science and language arts.The Supporting Activities provide parents with ideas and examples of things they can do at home to help their child be successful in these academic areas.



 Use Parent’s Guide to Student Success and the 
Parent’s Guide to Assessments in Kentucky 
brochure published by the National PTA 

 Ask questions about what your child is learning in 
school 

 Check for homework 
 Read with your child and visit the public library 

frequently 
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Presentation Notes
You are your child’s first and most important teacher.  Working together, we can ensure that all of our children are college bound and/or job and career ready.  Here are just a few important tips to remember.  



 Extend your child’s learning experiences 

 Communicate regularly with your child’s teacher 

 Make sure your child is at school 

 Encourage your child to do his/her best 

 Stay INVOLVED and advocate for your child! 
 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check with your local district to determine what extended learning opportunities are provided.  For example, in Jefferson County, parents can access Study Island and Success Maker which are personalized computer program tutoring sites that parents and students may access from their home computers to support their child’s learning.



 National PTA adopted a position statement 
supporting clear, high standards in 1981. 

 PTA is the leading voice speaking on behalf of 
parents and students. 

 PTAs have the ability to be the vehicle of 
information as Kentucky implements the Core 
Academic Standards. 

 You can help us inform others and our 
community.  Ask your presenter how you can 
schedule additional PTA workshops free of 
charge.             

Presenter
Presentation Notes
National PTA, Kentucky PTA and your local District PTA are working hard to get out the message to parents and the community because our students are so important and there is no time to waste.



 Turn in your RESPONSE CARD to your 
facilitator- thank you! 



 www.pta.org  
 www.kypta.org  
 www.15thdistrictpta.org  
 http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/departments/g

heens/Index.html  
 www.education.ky.gov/KDE/  
 www.achieve.org  
 www.commoncore.org  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The links listed here, will provide additional information related to KCAS and the accountability for our state.  Check your school district to find what resources are available to you in your area.15th District PTAJCPS Gheens Academy for Curriculum and Instruction where all the KCAS are listed and all Curriculum Maps for every grade, subject and level are listed so you can follow along with the content your child will be covering every week.Thank you so much for joining us today.  Please fill out your post card and sign in sheet.

http://www.pta.org/
http://www.kypta.org/
http://www.15thdistrictpta.org/
http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/departments/gheens/Index.html
http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/departments/gheens/Index.html
http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/
http://www.achieve.org/
http://www.commoncore.org/
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